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FOR HIS NAME’S SAKE 
Jon Macon 

 

In both Jeremiah 14:7 and 14:21, Jeremiah begged God to save Israel “for 

thy name’s sake.”  God very often helped or saved Israel for His own 

name’s sake (1 Sam 12:22; 2 Kgs 19:34; 20:6; Isa 37:35; 43:25; 48:9-11).  

Israel was typically rebellious against God, yet God would save them 

anyway.  For example, Deuteronomy 9:4-6 says, “Speak not thou in thine 

heart, after that the Lord thy God hath cast them out from before thee, 

saying, For my righteousness the Lord hath brought me in to possess this 

land: but for the wickedness of these nations the Lord doth drive them out 

from before thee. Not for thy righteousness, or for the uprightness of thine 

heart, dost thou go to possess their land: but for the wickedness of these 

nations the Lord thy God doth drive them out from before thee, and that he 

may perform the word which the Lord sware unto thy fathers, Abraham, 

Isaac, and Jacob. Understand therefore, that the Lord thy God giveth thee 

not this good land to possess it for thy righteousness; for thou art a 

stiffnecked people.”  This obviously was not for their sake, but for God’s. 

God’s work on the Egyptians 

Similarly, God redeemed rebellious Israel from Egypt to make His name 

known among the heathen.  In Exodus 7:5, God said, “And the Egyptians 

shall know that I am the Lord, when I stretch forth mine hand upon Egypt, 

and bring out the children of Israel from among them.”  Exodus 9:13-16 

says, “And the Lord said unto Moses, Rise up early in the morning, and 

stand before Pharaoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord God of the 

Hebrews, Let my people go, that they may serve me. For I will at this time 

send all my plagues upon thine heart, and upon thy servants, and upon thy 

people; that thou mayest know that there is none like me in all the earth. 

For now I will stretch out my hand, that I may smite thee and thy people 

with pestilence; and thou shalt be cut off from the earth. And in very deed 

for this cause have I raised thee up, for to show in thee my power; and that 

my name may be declared throughout all the earth” (see also Neh 9:10; Psa 

106:7-81; Jer 32:20).  Second Samuel 7:23 says, “And what one nation in 

the earth is like thy people, even like Israel, whom God went to redeem for 

a people to himself, and to make him a name, and to do for you great 

things and terrible, for thy land, before thy people, which thou redeemedst 

to thee from Egypt, from the nations and their gods?”  First Chronicles 

17:21 says, “And what one nation in the earth is like thy people Israel, 

whom God went to redeem to be his own people, to make thee a name of 

greatness and terribleness, by driving out nations from before thy people, 

whom thou hast redeemed out of Egypt?” 

God’s deliverance of Israel   

God also protected His name from blasphemy on the part of the Gentiles 
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by saving His people from destruction.  Psalm 79:9-10 says, “Help us, O 

God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name: and deliver us, and purge 

away our sins, for thy name’s sake. Wherefore should the heathen say, 

Where is their God? let him be known among the heathen in our sight by 

the revenging of the blood of thy servants which is shed.”  In like manner, 

Psalm 115:1-8 says, “Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto thy name 

give glory, for thy mercy, and for thy truth’s sake. Wherefore should the 

heathen say, Where is now their God? But our God is in the heavens: he 

hath done whatsoever he hath pleased. Their idols are silver and gold, the 

work of men's hands. They have mouths, but they speak not: eyes have 

they, but they see not: they have ears, but they hear not: noses have they, 

but they smell not: they have hands, but they handle not: feet have they, 

but they walk not: neither speak they through their throat. They that make 

them are like unto them; so is every one that trusteth in them.”  In Isaiah 

48:9-11, the Lord said, “For my name’s sake will I defer mine anger, and 

for my praise will I refrain for thee, that I cut thee not off. Behold, I have 

refined thee, but not with silver; I have chosen thee in the furnace of 

affliction. For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it: for how 

should my name be polluted? and I will not give my glory unto another.”  

To Israel, God said, “I do not this for your sakes, O house of Israel, but for 

mine holy name's sake, which ye have profaned among the heathen, 

whither ye went” (Ezek 36:22).  This understanding of God’s work is 

reflected in the prophet Daniel’s prayer in Daniel 9:16-19: “O Lord, 

according to all thy righteousness, I beseech thee, let thine anger and thy 

fury be turned away from thy city Jerusalem, thy holy mountain: because 

for our sins, and for the iniquities of our fathers, Jerusalem and thy people 

are become a reproach to all that are about us. Now therefore, O our God, 

hear the prayer of thy servant, and his supplications, and cause thy face to 

shine upon thy sanctuary that is desolate, for the Lord’s sake. O my God, 

incline thine ear, and hear; open thine eyes, and behold our desolations, 

and the city which is called by thy name: for we do not present our 

supplications before thee for our righteousnesses, but for thy great mercies. 

O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord, hearken and do; defer not, for thine 

own sake, O my God: for thy city and thy people are called by thy name.”  

Finally, Jeremiah 33:9 says, “And it shall be to me a name of joy, a praise 

and an honor before all the nations of the earth, which shall hear all the 

good that I do unto them: and they shall fear and tremble for all the 

goodness and for all the prosperity that I procure unto it.” 


